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1. Summary  

 
1.1 This report provides background information for a discussion with the Deputy Mayor for Education 

and Culture about the current status and plans for the Mayor’s education inquiry. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 

  

2.1 That the Committee notes the report as background to its question and answer session 

with the Deputy Mayor for Education and Culture. 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The Mayor announced the establishment of an education inquiry in November 2011.  The inquiry is 

scheduled to run until September 2012, and is examining the challenges facing London’s primary 

and secondary education system. 

 

3.2 The inquiry has published an interim report, which is appended to this report for ease of reference.  

The interim report sets out the context and key issues and presents a call for evidence from 

interested parties.  

 

3.3 The inquiry is pursuing five key themes: 

 funding, structures and good school places (including quality and quantity); 

 education standards and attainment; 

 behaviour and attendance; 

 preparing young people for life in a global city; and 

 developing partnerships (cross-cutting themes). 

 

3.4 The inquiry is also looking more broadly at the strategic leadership and oversight of the education 

system in London.  The inquiry is expected to consider the impact and implications of changes to the 

governance and oversight arrangements for schools in the last three decades since the abolition of 

the Inner London Education Authority in the 1980s, and may raise questions about the potential for 

a strategic role for the Mayor in the future.  Since then there has been a number of changes to the 



        

schools system, resulting in a diverse range of types of private and publicly funded schools in 

London, particularly following the introduction of academies and more recently free schools. 

 
 
4. Issues for Consideration  
 
4.1 The Deputy Mayor for Education and Culture has been invited to attend the meeting to give 

Members an update on the inquiry and answer Members’ questions about plans for the rest of the 

inquiry and emerging options and issues.  The Committee will use the discussion to inform its future 

work plans and those of the Assembly’s committees.  

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the authority to do what is recommended in this report. 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

Appendix 1 – Mayor’s Education Inquiry, First Report: 

http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Education%20Inquiry%20First%20Report_0.pdf  
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